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2019 NAEP Results Summary

§ DC Public Schools continues to be the nation’s fastest improving urban school district, 
with more growth than any other urban school district in three out of the four 
categories measured. 

§ Since 2009, DCPS made the largest gains in both subjects in Grade 4 as well as Grade 8 
math, and the second largest gains in Grade 8 reading among NAEP-TUDA districts.
• Grade 4: DCPS student performance grew by 11 points in reading and 15 points in math.
• Grade 8: DCPS student performance grew by 11 points in reading and 18 points in math. 

§ Since 2009, the performance of special education students has substantially increased 
in both subject areas and grade levels. DCPS has also seen steady gains in performance 
over time for black students and for students who receive free and reduced price 
lunches (FRL) in both subject areas and grade levels.

§ Between 2017 and 2019:
• Grade 4 scores improved in both subjects to the highest level since 2009.
• Grade 8 scores significantly improved in both subjects to the highest level since 2009.

* 2009 was the first year in which NAEP reported results for DCPS and DC Charters separately.
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DCPS reading scores have increased from 2017 to 2019 and 
demonstrated significant gains for both grade levels since 2009.
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DCPS has made the largest gains since 2009 in Grade 8 math.
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Grade 4 reading scores among Hispanic, white, and black students have 

increased since 2009; Hispanic students made significant gains from 2017.
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Grade 4 reading scores among English learners have significantly increased from 2017; 
Special education and FRL students made significant gains since 2009.
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Grade 4 math scores among students of all races have increased since 2009; 
Particularly, black and Hispanic students made statistically significant growth.
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Grade 8 reading scores among white students have increased since 2009; Black and 
Hispanic students’ scores increased from 2017.
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Grade 8 math scores among special education and FRL students have 
significantly increased since 2009.
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