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Brief History of Education Technology in DCPS  
 
Over the last several years, DCPS has heard from students, families, educators, and communities about 
the need for technology in their schools and what meaningful infusion of technology with the DCPS 
curriculum looks like. This stakeholder feedback, along with lessons learned from 1:1 pilots in DCPS 
schools, informed the ELi planning and investments. 
 
DCPS took steps over the past several years to introduce technology in ways that helped prepare for the 
ELi system-wide model. DCPS began implementing and evaluating blended learning tools in 2012, 
developing a model in which students spend part of their instructional time using digital tools for 
learning, sometimes in a station-rotation model, with a 3:1 device-to-student ratio. As DCPS ramped up 
toward 1:1, pilot programs were completed in 2017 through the Advancing Innovation Cohort and the 
Verizon Digital Promise initiative, together serving seven middle schools. Pilot schools received intensive 
planning support, professional development, and logistical support, and all saw increases in PARCC 
schools at the end of the first pilot year. The pilot yielded a large cache of implementation resources and 
even more importantly, a group of experienced teachers and school leaders who continue to shape 
technology strategy at DCPS.  DCPS continues to advance innovative models to drive student growth and 
academic achievement, reinforcing a Michigan State University research study that found thoughtfully 
incorporating technology into instruction has the potential to improve student outcomes across all 
subject areas. 
 
As we deploy devices across all schools, DCPS will continue to leverage feedback from our families, 
students, and educators. We believe that insights from these efforts, along with regular touchpoints 
with school leaders and staff, will help to ensure ELi’s success.   
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In addition to these measures, we will continue to gather feedback from our stakeholders through 
surveys of students, families, teachers and staff
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Use the Canvas discussion feature to allow students 

to engage in ongoing online discussion activities. 
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Use Kidblog or Office 365 tools (e.g. Sway and 

PowerPoint) to publish Cornerstone and curricular 
performance tasks for authentic audiences. 
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Use Canvas features (e.g. Pages, Mastery Pathways, 
Assignments, and Quizzes) or Office 365 Class Notebook 
distribution features to create differentiated content and 

tasks. 
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$
Use PlayPosit or Office 365 PowerPoint to create new or 

augment existing videos with embedded checks for 
understand to preview and review content. 
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$
Use browser---based SMART Learning Suite apps and Office 

365 Forms to facilitate high---engagement, real---time 
formative assessment activities. 
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$
Use browser---based SMART Learning Suite apps to organize, 

manipulate, sort, and generate criteria for concepts to 
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through regular coursework. The Student Technology Responsible Use Agreement codifies and 
consolidates for students, teachers, and families, the expectations around digital citizenship 
behaviors (See Attachment C).  

 

Achieving the Vision: Empowered Learners  
 

 
 

 
 
=J !#-8"#*$B*(?#//1(.-9$@#3#9('&#.2: Teachers need to be supported in integrating technology and 

instruction, and initial levels of comfort and skill vary from classroom to classroom.$DCPS is 
designing professional development for ELi that will offer an increasing portfolio of face-to-face, 
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will be developed to align with the three-year device distribution plan (grades 3, 6, 9, then 
grades 4, 7, and 10, and finally grades 5, 8, 11, and 12). 

• A#*21?18-21(./: DCPS is developing certification opportunities, including the Microsoft 
Innovative Educator certification, so that teachers can be recognized for their expertise and 
serve as resources for their school community. DCPS has already certified 38 Library Media 
Specialists and will provide regular certification support and tracking starting in the summer 
of 2020. 

$



 

8 
 

 
4. !#8".18-9$EC''(*2: Technology support is critical for the success of this initiative. DCPS and our 

partners at Office of the Chief Technology Officer (OCTO) are committed to ensuring schools are 
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Ensuring Year 1 Readiness 
$
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Sharing your Feedback 
 
We will continue to shape our plan and refine implementation strategies with the support of our 
stakeholders, supported by the launch of an ELi technology advisory group that will be comprised of a 
diverse set of stakeholders from all eight wards. To get involved with the forthcoming technology 
advisory group, please fill out the application here. 
 
For more information on ELi please contacts us at 


