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ESSENTIAL 
PRACTICE 2 CHALLENGE STUDENTS WITH RIGOROUS CONTENT

2.A  Rigorous Content
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The learning experience is aligned to academic and/or developmental standards (as defined by the DC Early Learning Standards, Common 
Core State Standards, GOLD®, or other appropriate standards) and is appropriately challenging for students. The learning experience 
fosters students’ curiosity about the content.  

For example, the pre-kindergarten or kindergarten learning experience:  
•	 Provides opportunities for students to grapple with and/or pose compelling questions and ideas
•	 Centers around content that is meaningful for students 
•	 Encourages students to make connections to other content areas and/or academic disciplines 
•	 Provides opportunities for students to infer meaning and/or identify patterns

See also examples from Level 3
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The learning experience is aligned to academic and/or developmental standards (as defined by the DC Early Learning Standards, Common 
Core State Standards, GOLD®, or other appropriate standards) and is appropriately challenging for students.

For example, the content is aligned to appropriate standards such as: 
•	
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ESSENTIAL 
PRACTICE 4 MAXIMIZE STUDENT OWNERSHIP OF LEARNING

4.A  Cognitive Work  
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Students spend the majority of the learning experience engaging in meaningful work or play including sharing ideas, solving problems, 
drawing inferences, forming hypotheses, and/or working through complex tasks.
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ESSENTIAL 
PRACTICE 5 RESPOND TO EVIDENCE OF STUDENT LEARNING

Pre-Kindergarten

Module 
Examples



NOTES
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