


August 2023

Dear DCPS Community, 
 
As the Chancellor of DC Public Schools (DCPS), I am excited to share the 
official calendar for School Year 2023-2024. I hope you and your families 
will use it as a guide to help plan for a successful academic year while 
celebrating the enduring legacy of our district.

This year’s calendar theme illustrates “DCPS Forever” with our very own 
community of students, staff, parents, families, and alumni—all of whom are 
vital to our sustainability. To tell the story, each month features individuals 
throughout DCPS who have unique experiences and multiple connections 
that center a common goal—every student reaches their full potential.

Flipping through these pages fills me with joy to see DCPS alumni returning 
as teachers, school-based staff and leadership, Central Services team 
members, and parents of current DCPS students. We are fortunate to have 
Columbia Heights Education Campus alumna and teacher Shuk-Kuen Chiu, 
Duke Ellington School of the Arts alumnus and band director Kieron Irvine, 
and so many others inspiring the next generation to strive for success.

It is amazing to have multiple members of the same family committed 
to ensuring that every student feels loved, challenged, and prepared 
to positively influence society and thrive in life. Educators like Barnard 
Elementary School’s mother-daughter duo—Dr. Gladys Creppy Hetherington 
and Tatiana Hetherington—they are DCPS’ vision in action.

And as the proud parent of a DCPS graduate, I am honored to highlight 
and work alongside my colleagues who have also selected DCPS for their 
children. Reading how Marie Reed Elementary School Principal Katie 
Lundgren gets fulfillment leading in the school system educating her sons 
brought up a sentiment I know well.

The future of DCPS rests in the hands of this tremendous community, and 
together, we embody DCPS Forever. I cannot wait to make new memories in 
School Year 2023-2024 as our students continue to grow and thrive. Thank 
you for your support.

In partnership,   
   
Lewis D. Ferebee, Ed.D.     
Chancellor
DC Public Schools
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STUDENTS TEACHERS SPECIAL DATES

04  Labor Day 04  Labor Day 04  Labor Day 
10  Grandparents’ Day 
15  Hispanic Heritage Month Begins 
16  Rosh Hashanah Begins 
25  Yom Kippur Begins 
29  Sukkot Begins

“I strongly believe that all children deserve an excellent education regardless of what school they attend. As 
the principal of Marie Reed [Elementary School], I’m going to make sure that’s the case for all of my students.
And as a parent, I trust DC Public Schools to have an excellent teacher in front of my kids. That’s the #1 thing 
that’s going to help my child succeed, and I trust that because I know how DCPS values excellent teachers.”

– Katie Lundgren - DCPS Parent | Principal, Marie Reed Elementary School
SEPTEMBER



Labor Day: 
DCPS Closed

Grandparents’ Day Hispanic Heritage 
Month Begins

Sukkot Begins

Rosh Hashanah 
Begins

Yom Kippur Begins
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STUDENTS TEACHERS SPECIAL DATES

09  Indigenous Peoples’ Day
19  Parent-Teacher Conference Day 
20  Professional Development Day for Staff

09  Indigenous Peoples’ Day
19  Parent-T



Indigenous
Peoples’ Day: 
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No School for 
Students
End of Term/PD Day/
Records Day 

Veterans Day: 
DCPS Closed

Thanksgiving 
Break: No school 
for students and 
teachers
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EdFEST (Grades PK3-8)

Hanukkah Begins EdFEST (Grades 9-12)

My School DC 
Lottery Opens

Winter Break: No 
school for students 
and teachers

Kwanzaa Begins

Winter Break: No 
school for students 
and teachers
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and teachers
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Christmas Day: 
DCPS Closed
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 “I know 6th grade is a significant grade, but when they look back, I just want them to have fond 



PD Day for Staff: 
No school for 
students

No School for 
Students
End of Term/PD Day/
Records Day for Staff 

New Year’s Day: 
DCPS Closed

Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day: 
DCPS Closed
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STUDENTS TEACHERS SPECIAL DATES

14  Parent-Teacher Conference Day 





STUDENTS TEACHERS SPECIAL DATES

05      No School for Students
15-19  Spring Break 
16      DC Emancipation Day

05      End of Term/PD Day/Records Day
15-19  Spring Break 
16      DC Emancipation Day

10  Eid al-Fitr Begins 
16  DC Emancipation Day 
22  Passover Begins 
27  Enrollment Saturday 

“I work at Bancroft because I’m a proud graduate of Bancroft [Elementary School]. I love the 
community feel that this school gives, and I love that it’s never the same thing every single 
day—it’s something new.”

– John Guzman - Columbia Heights Education Campus (CHEC) Alumnus | Director of Strategy and Logistics,
   Bancroft Elementary SchoolAPRIL
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Last Day of School 
for Seniors

DC Primary 
Election Day: 
No School for 
Students and 
Teachers

Last Day of School
Eid al-Adha Begins

End of Term/PD Day/
Records Day

Juneteenth:
DCPS Closed
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STUDENTS TEACHERS SPECIAL DATES

04  Independence Day 



Independence Day:
DCPS Closed

Muharram Begins

Ashura Begins
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First Day of School 
for K-12 Students

First Day of School 
for Pre-K Students

Preservice Week Preservice Week Preservice Week Preservice Week Preservice Week 

Rainbow Graduation
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