


Good !ƊŜǊƴƻƻƴ, Chairman Mendelson, Councilmembers, ǎǘŀũΣ and members of the public. I am Dr. Lewis 
Ferebee, Chancellor of the District of Columbia Public Schools (DCPS). I am ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻŘŀȅ ǘƻ ǘŜǎǝŦȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ 
topic of academic achievement in the District of Columbia. L ŀƳ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ōȅ /ƻǊƛŜ /ƻƭƎŀƴΣ ƻǳǊ /ƘƛŜŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ hŶŎŜ 
of Teaching Learning. 
 
Lǘ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƘƻƴƻǊ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƘƻƻǎƛƴƎ 5/t{ ǘƘŀƴ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ with 51,376 students enrolled 
ƛƴ 5/t{ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ hŶŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ {ǳǇŜǊƛƴǘŜƴŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴΩǎ όh{{9Ωǎύ ǇǊŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǊȅ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΦ !ǎ aŀȅƻǊ 
.ƻǿǎŜǊ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά²ƘŜƴ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŜƴǊƻƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǊŜ-ŜƴǊƻƭƭ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜƅŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ in 
ƻǳǊ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΣ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎΦέ !ƴŘΣ ŀǎ 5ŜǇǳǘȅ /ƘŀƴŎŜƭƭƻǊ 5ǊΦ 5ǊŜǿŀƴŀ .Ŝȅ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ƭŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪΣ 
ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘǊƛƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ 5/t{ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƻǊǎ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƘoose DCPS this fall. As she shared, 90% of our 
teachers ŦǊƻƳ ƭŀǎǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ȅŜŀǊ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƛƴ a role within DCPS ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ and 79% of our teachers returned to 
teach at the same school, outpacing the average for large districts comparable to 5/t{Φ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ all the 
families and educators who are choosing DCPS. 
 
Lƴ Ƴȅ 25-ȅŜŀǊ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ as a teacher, principal, district leader, Superintendent in Indianapolis, and as 
the Chancellor of DCPS, I have been laser-focused on improving student achievement. 5/t{ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŘ ǘƻ 
ensuring that all ǎǘǳŘ



ŀ ƭŜǎǎ ŘǊŀƳŀǝŎ ŘǊƻǇ ƛƴ нлнн ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ to pre-





HIT, in alignment with our student achievement trends. ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀcross all assessments, 
students who meet HIT dosage showed more growth than students who did not meet HIT dosage.5  
 
LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻƴŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ŀōƻǳǘ IƛƎƘ LƳǇŀŎǘ ¢ǳǘƻǊƛƴƎΦ [ŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ŀǘ .ŀƭƭƻǳΣ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ 
ǘǳǘƻǊƛƴƎ ōȅ ƘŜǊ ƎŜƻƳŜǘǊȅ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΦ {ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŦŀƭƭƛƴƎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ƛƴ ƳŀǘƘ – ǎƘŜ ǎƪƛǇǇŜŘ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅΣ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ 
ŎƻǳǊǎŜǿƻǊƪΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ ƳŀǘƘ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΦ .ǳǘ ŀƊŜǊ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǿŜŜƪǎΣ ǎƘŜ ƳŜǘ ƘŜǊ ǘǳǘƻǊ 
ŦǊƻƳ wŀƛǎƛƴƎ ŀ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΦ DǊŀŘǳŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ōǳƛƭǘ ŀ rapport, and began 
ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƳŀǘƘ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΦ !ƊŜǊ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƳƻǊŜ ǿŜŜƪǎΣ ƘŜǊ ŎƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ƘŜǊ ƎǊŀŘŜǎΦ IŜǊ 
ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ƴƻǝŎŜŘ ǇƻǎƛǝǾŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƛƴ ŎƭŀǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ, ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǎƘŜ ƘŀŘ ƳŀŘŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘǿƻ ƎǊŀŘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƻŦ 
progress in mathΦ IƛƎƘ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ǘǳǘƻǊƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪǎ at DCPS, ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǳŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ 
students. 
 
5/t{ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŘ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘƘ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǳŎŎŜŜŘ ƛƴ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊŜŜǊΦ 
5/t{ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀǘƘ ǇǊƻŬŎƛŜƴŎȅ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ because of ǘƘŜ ƭƻǎǘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǝƳŜΣ ŘƛǎǊǳǇǝƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀǳƳŀ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎΦ ¢ƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƴŘΣ 
5/t{ ƛǎ ƛƴǾŜǎǝƴƎ ƛƴ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƛƴƛǝŀǝǾŜǎ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ƳŀǘƘ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎΥ 

• A new ECE math curriculum for PK-3 and PK-4 students called Building .ƭƻŎƪǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ƻǳǊ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǎǘ 
learners to succeed in math. 

• ! ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ƅǳŜƴŎȅ ŀƴŘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ǎŜƴǎŜΦ [ŜŀǊƴŜǊǎ ƛƴ ƎǊŀŘŜǎ Y-5 are developing deep 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ŦŀŎǘǎ ōȅ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ CŀŎǘ CƭǳŜƴŎȅ ǎǳǇǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀƭ 
ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƅǳŜƴŎȅ ōƭƻŎƪΦ   

• 



 
²ƘƛƭŜ L ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ŬƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŜǎǝƳƻƴȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴȅƛƴƎ Řŀǘŀ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜΣ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ 
ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎ ƛƴ ŀŎǝƻƴΦ Therefore, ǿŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ visit to one of 
our schools ǘƻ Řƻ ŀ ǿŀƭƪ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŬŎ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ŀŎŎŜƭŜǊŀǝƻƴ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎΤ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘΣ we will 
ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘŜ ŀ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘŜǎǝŦȅ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ 5/t{ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻǇƛŎ ƻŦ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘΦ L ŀƳ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ ȅƻǳ 
have, ŀƴŘ L ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴΦ 
 


