


Good morning, ���Z���]�Œ�u���v���D���v�����o�•�}�v�U�����}�µ�v���]�o�u���u�����Œ�•�U���•�š���+�U�����v�����u���u�����Œ�•���}�(���š�Z����
public. 
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Today I want to discuss four �•�‰�����]�.���� �]�v�À���•�š�u���v�š�•�� �š�Z���š�� �����W�^�� �]�•�� �•�µ�•�š���]�v�]�v�P�� �}�Œ��
expanding in Fiscal Year 2025 to drive progress for our students – (1) Sixth and Ninth 
Grade Academies, (2) the DC Reading Clinic and DREAM Math Centers, (3) 
���}�v�v�����š������ �^���Z�}�}�o�•�U�� ���v���� �~�ð�•�� �^���Z�}�}�o�� �D�}�����Œ�v�]�Ì���Ÿ�}�v�•. These are evidence-based, 
equity-focused investments that make DCPS a high-performing school system. 
 
At DCPS, �u�}�Œ�����•�š�µ�����v�š�•�����Œ�����P�Œ�����µ���Ÿ�v�P���š�Z���v�����À���Œ�������(�}�Œ���X��In the 22-23 school year, 
�����W�^�����}�v�Ÿ�v�µ�������š�}���•���������v���]�v���Œ�����•�����]�v���P�Œ�����µ���Ÿ�}�v���Œ���š���•���Á�]�š�Z���}�À���Œ���ó�ñ�9���}�(���•�š�µ�����v�š�•��
�P�Œ�����µ���Ÿ�v�P�� �Z�]�P�Z�� �•���Z�}�}�o�� �Á�]�š�Z�]�v�� �(�}�µ�Œ�� �Ç�����Œ�•�X�� �K�v���� �]�v�À���•�š�u���v�š�� �š�Z���š�� �Z���•�� �•�µ�‰�‰�}�Œ�š������
�]�u�‰�Œ�}�À������ �P�Œ�����µ���Ÿ�}�v�� �Œ���š���•�� �]�•�� �}�µ�Œ�� �E�]�v�š�Z�� �'�Œ�������� �����������u�]���•�X The University of 
Chicago’s ���}�v�•�}�Œ�Ÿ�µ�u�� �}�v�� ���Z�]�����P�}�� �^���Z�}�}�o�� �Z���•�����Œ���Z�� ���}�v�.�Œ�u�•�� �š�Z���š�� �š�Z���� �v�]�v�š�Z-grade 
�Ç�����Œ���]�•�����Œ�]�Ÿ�����o���š�}�����}�o�o���P�������v���������Œ�����Œ���•�µ�������•�•�����v�����v���u���•���š�Z�����(�Œ���•�Z�u���v���Ç�����Œ�������—�u���l����
�]�š���}�Œ�����Œ�����l���]�š���Ç�����Œ���(�}�Œ���•�š�µ�����v�š�•�—�U���‰���Œ�Zaps the most important year that will set the 
stage for whether students will graduate from high school. 
 
�d�Z���Œ���(�}�Œ���U�� �����W�^�� ���}�v�Ÿ�v�µ���•�� �š�}�� �]�v�À���•�š�� �]�v�� �E�]�v�š�Z�� �'�Œ�������� �����������u�]���•�� �š�}��support the 
�š�Œ���v�•�]�Ÿ�}�v���}�(���•�š�µ�����v�š�•���(�Œ�}�u�����]�P�Z�š�Z���š�}���v�]�v�š�Z���P�Œ�������X��F�]�Œ�•�š���Ÿ�u�����v�]�v�š�Z���P�Œ�������Œ�•�����š���v�]�v����
�š�Œ�����]�Ÿ�}�v���o���Z�]�P�Z���•���Z�}�}�os are scheduled together in teams for all core content courses 
�]�v�� �•�µ���Z�� �Á���Ç�� �š�Z���š�� �š�Z���Ç�� �]�v�š���Œ�����š�� �Á�]�š�Z�� ���� �•�‰�����]�.���� �š�����u�� �}�(�� �š�������Z���Œ�•�� ���v���� �•�š�µ�����v�š�•�X��
Through this teaming or school-within-a-school approach, students make solid 
���}�v�v�����Ÿ�}�v�•�� �Á�]�š�Z�� �����µ�o�š�•�� ���v���� �‰�����Œ�•�U�� �Á�Z�]��h increases their sense of belonging. 
Academy Assistant Principals lead teaching teams and meet with them weekly to 
monitor progress, troubleshoot challenges, and design support 



students in our Academies ���©���v���]�v�P���•���Z�}�}�o�����š���Z�]�P�Z���Œ���Œ���š���•���š�Z���v���•�š�µ�����v�š�•���]�v���š�Z���•����
schools last year or compared to sixth grade students not enrolled in an Academy. 
 
DCPS continues to lead as a District that is making real progress for students 
through investments in the Science of Reading. We are seeing encouraging 



This investment is funded through a variety of sources including local funding, 
Federal grants, Medicaid funding, as well as private philanthropy.3 At each school, 
an approximately $200,000 investment supports a Connected Schools Manager as 


